
Makeshift Vol. 25: Zombie Attack!: Commentary and Winners 
 
Apparently, nothing quite gets the creative juices going like the thought of having your 
brains eaten by a horde of the undead because the outpouring of imaginative responses to 
this challenge was impressive to say the least!  Now I suppose we could ruminate about 
the underlying causes behind the recent glut of zombie appearances in the popular 
culture—a sublimated fear of terrorism perhaps? Or the numbing pressure of economic 
stress that clouds our land?  But none of that will really serve to help you overcome the 
crowd of zombies hammering mindlessly on your garage door as you devise a plan to get 
you and your friend from said garage to the nearby school where a helicopter waits to 
whisk you off to safety. 
 
Fear not though, with the items available, none of you seemed to have a problem 
generating multiple weapons, explosives and strategies to confront your new zombie 
neighbors, which I confess made picking the winners more difficult than usual.  Since 
zombies—according to the lore of such things—are repelled by fire, virtually everyone 
used the gasoline from the lawn mower and the beer bottles to come up with Molotov 
cocktails that would either clear your path out or keep any marauding zombies at bay on 
your dash for the school.  Many of you also found novel conversions for the chain saw 
and cricket bat should close order combat become necessary.  One entrant even went so 
far as to build himself a flame-thrower with the PVC pipe and the propane.  Like I said: 
most impressive. 
 
But where you really shone was in using the paint, propane, turpentine, oil, and acetylene 
tanks to build a variety of shaped charges to blast out the garage door—and all the 
zombies clamoring against it—to clear yourself a wide enough path to affect your escape.  
Whether all the multiple forms of shielding suggested to protect you from the blast, and 
direct it primarily at the garage door, would really work was debatable.  But since we’re 
dealing with a slightly alternate universe of zombies here anyway, we were willing to cut 
you some slack on that.  Realizing that any blast of sufficient force to take out the most of 
the garage door—shaped or otherwise— in a confined space like a garage would most 
likely do you almost as much damage as the zombies, one of the winning entrants simply 
chose to go down with the ship as it were from the get-go, but take out as many zombies 
as possible in his final blaze of glory. (He even went so far as to compose a song to belt 
out—anthem like— during the collective immolation.  Very cool.) 
 
Others dealt with the problem of the blast by using the chain saw or other tools to cut a 
small escape hatch to sneak through just before the bomb went off.  This of course 
assumed most of the zombies were concentrated at the front of the garage but it showed 
some good thinking under a situation with very limited options. 
 
But ultimately it was the level of detail in description, diagrams, timelines and drawings 
that really carried the winners to the top—and left us at least rooting hard for them to 
make the most of what they had prepared and see them safely to the school; helmets 
made from paint cans, body armor to prevent zombie bites, and shields rigged from 



barbeque lids!  Almost had us wishing there really were zombies just so we could see if 
all of it worked. 
 
Suffice it to say we were truly blown away and will now let the winning entries speak for 
themselves in all their meticulous brilliance.  And perhaps allow us to sleep better at 
night knowing that—should those zombies one day actually pay us a house call—we will 
now know exactly how to deal with them. 
 
Of course if it was vampires and werewolves…but that’s a challenge for another day. 
 
Thanks to everyone for playing because we had, well, a blast with all of it. 
 
Lee Zlotoff 
 
Makeshift Winner: Most Plausible: Patrick Tait 
Makeshift Winner: Most Creative:  Andrew Vargo 
Honorable Mention: Christopher Lerros 


