
treeling

D I FFI C U LT Y L E V E L easy       F I N I S H E D S I Z E S E W by machine and hand

Start a softie forest with this turquoise tree, and then design your 
own softie animals and �owers to inhabit it. A piece of mirrored 
glass would make a perfect lake. Fake spray snow, anyone?

embroidery stitches
backstitch

whipstitch

Note: W
2 strands unless otherwise noted.

materials

FELT: multicolored scraps for 
the leaves; 1 sheet of turquoise 
for the treetop; scrap of white for 
the eyes; 1 sheet of brown for the 
tree trunk

FLOSS: black; pink

THREAD: blue; brown

TOPSTITCHING THREAD: color 
that contrasts with leaves

TRIM: 2 black beads for eyes

OTHER: fabric glue 

Note: See page 8 for the list of basic 
supplies needed for all projects. 

cut from pattern 

FROM FELT

2 turquoise treetops

cut freehand

FROM FELT

19 pointed-oval leaves in various 
colors, with a mixture of small 
leaves ( 5⁄8 by 1 inch) and large 
leaves (¾ by 1¾ inches)

2 white eye circles, each 7⁄8 inch 
in diameter

1 brown tree trunk, 4 by 
6½ inches (Fold the felt sheet 
in half to cut this rectangle, mea-
suring the rectangle with one 
end of the pattern positioned 
on the fold. Once you sew the 
sides of the trunk, the fold will 
become the bottom of the trunk.) 

continued
Softies
Simple Instructions for 25 Plush Pals
By Therese Laskey
chroniclebooks.com



step 4. sew the tree trunk
a. Because you cut the trunk on the fold of the fabric, the cut piece, unfolded, 
will be twice the trunk’s length, or 13 inches long. By eliminating a seam on 
the base of the tree trunk and instead using the fold as the trunk’s bottom, the 
tree will have a smooth, rounded base that does not need to be sewn. 

b. to sew the sides of the cut trunk, refold the felt in half at the midpoint, with 
the short ends aligned and right sides together, and machine sew a ¼-inch 
seam down each side, leaving the top of the trunk open.

c. turn the trunk right side out, and stuff it with fiberfill.

step 5. put it all together
a. insert the top of the trunk into the opened gap at the bottom of the treetop, 
and hand stitch the pieces together using a backstitch and thread in the same 
color you used to sew the treetop. make the size of your hand stitches as 
consistent as possible, matching the machine sewn stitches in length. As you 
stitch, fill in any gaps in the stuffing by adding more. 

tip

* for a fun effect, cut your treetop ½ inch 
wider all around. After sewing, trim the 
seam allowances with pinking shears. 

sew
note: usually, when sewing by machine, you’ll align the pieces and sew them with right sides 
together, and then turn the finished softie right side out. But for this project the pieces are 
aligned with wrong sides together, so the ¼-inch seam allowances show on the right side and 
serve as a decorative touch. we don’t need to turn the project since it’s already right side out.

 step 1. attach leaves to the treetop
a. position the leaves randomly on the treetop, and lightly glue them in place. 

b. using a contrasting color of topstitching thread in your machine, stitch 
down the center of each leaf to define it. leave long thread tails at the begin-
ning and end of your stitching, and then pull the tails to the other side of the 
felt and knot off for a clean finish. Alternatively, you can backstitch by hand, 
using contrasting topstitching thread down the center of the leaf to get the 
same effect.

step 2. sew the treetop
a. place the two halves of the treetop with wrong sides together and the edges 
aligned, and pin together. machine stitch around the treetop’s edges with a 
¼-inch seam, leaving a 4-inch opening at the bottom for inserting the trunk. 

b. stuff the treetop three-quarters full with fiberfill.

step 3. put a face on the tree trunk
a. sew a black bead in the center of each white eye circle. 

b. position the eyes on the trunk, and lightly glue them in place. then hand sew 
straight, rather than slanted, whipstitches around each eye with black floss.

c. create the mouth by hand sewing a few long stitches in pink floss.
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