
 
Make Mousey The Junkbot 

 

 
 

This weekend, scavenge up some spare parts or order the kit from solarbotics.com and 

make Mousey the Junkbot!  Mousey is a little light seeking robot housed in a computer 

mouse that will motor around your house and when it bumps into things, it’ll reverse for 

a few seconds before scurrying away. 

 

I learned a few things about making robots while making Mousey.  The first thing is to 

only use solid core wire on the whiskers/eyes!  I used it all through it and solid core wire 

doesn’t flex very well and kept snapping my connections when I closed the housing.  I 

also mixed up the eye-stalks and my light seeking robot became a light avoiding robot!  It 

was easy to switch them back.  

 

I met Gareth Branwyn at Maker Faire where he was giving workshops on how to make 

Mousey.   What follows is his article about how to make Mousey the Junkbot from Make: 

Volume 2.  You can see what Gareth is up to at his site streettech.com. 
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Learn how you can get 32-bit performance with 
8-bit simplicity using Microchip’s broad portfolio of 16-bit 

PIC® microcontrollers and dsPIC® digital signal controllers. 
 

Register today for a half-day seminar near you. 
 
This seminar shows you how the PIC24 and dsPIC33 devices can enable your next design and covers:  

• An introduction to the key architectural and peripheral features of Microchip’s 16-bit devices 
• Software libraries and development tools that reduce your development time and get your product to market quickly 
• How to combine peripheral features, architectural features and software libraries to create new designs more easily 
• Microchip’s three product families, PIC24F, PIC24H and dsPIC33, with detailed application case studies 
• Training resources Microchip offers to help you get started solving your next application requirement 

 
Who Should Attend: 
Embedded systems designers not familiar with Microchip's 16-bit PIC24 and dsPIC DSC offerings who need to reduce their time to 
market and require 16/32-bit performance microcontrollers with well supported, easy-to-use powerful development tools. 

 
Discounted Tools & Boards include: 
MPLAB

® 
ICD 2 Limited Edition - An all-in-one in circuit debugger/programmer solution the MPLAB ICD 2 Limited Edition is a low 

cost, real-time debugger and programmer for our entire 16-bit portfolio. 
 
16-bit 28-Pin Starter Development Board - The 16-bit, 28-pin Starter Development Board serves as a development kit and 
evaluation tool for Microchip’s 16-bit microcontrollers and digital signal controllers. 
 

Also included in the standard package are: 
• Free software libraries 
• Free MPLAB IDE Integrated Development Environment 
 

 

Cost: 
$25 includes seminar attendance 
$99 includes seminar attendance, MPLAB ICD2 
Limited Edition and 16-bit 28 pin Starter Development 
Board 

To register today for a 16-bit seminar 

near you, visit our registration site at 

www.microchip.com/seminars. 

http://www.makezine.com/go/microchipseminars

