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AROUND THE 
MAKER WORKSHOP, 
BROUGHT TO YOU 
BY DREMEL
By John Edgar Park

 » Dremel Multi-Max 
oscillating tool with 
sander attachment and 
sanding pads. You could 
use other sanders or wire 
brushes if needed.
 » Dremel Rotary Tool and 
wire wheel. You could 
use sandpaper and wire 
brushes if needed.

 » Shop cloths or old 
t-shirts to wipe off 
the dust
 » Masking tape
 » Primer
 » Rust preventative 
enamel spray paint
 » Spray truck liner
 » Dust mask
 » Goggles

MATERIALS AND TOOLS
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Turning a shabby flea market find 
into a treasured tool.

Depressed by the utter unmanliness of the plastic 
toolboxes at my local hardware store, I headed to 
the flea market to see if I could do better. I was look-
ing for a heavy-duty hunk of American steel. It didn’t 
take long to spot a real beauty … if you find rust and 
worn paint to be beautiful. But how could I resist a 
box labeled “Park Manufacturing Co?” After talk-
ing the seller down to $13, the old beast was mine. 
None of the rust seemed to be below surface level. 
Time to take it home, sand it down to the metal, and 
bring it back to its original glory.

Directions
Step 1: First I cleaned the toolbox inside and out with a wet rag 
(Figure A). 

! WARNING: It’s always important to use safety goggles 
or safety glasses when operating any power tools. Work in a well 
ventilated place and wear a dust filter to avoid breathing in 
particles.

Step 2: Next, I donned my dust mask and goggles (to keep rusty 
dust out of my eyes). I then affixed the sander attachment with 
a 80-grit paint sand paper pad on it. I sanded as much paint and 
rust off of the toolbox interior and exterior as possible, getting it 
down to the bare metal (Figure B). I used about four pads up in 
the process, so be sure to have a few extras on hand.
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Step 3: Using the tip of the sander, and then switching to a 
rotary tool with wire wheel where necessary, I took the grime and 
rust off of all the hardware, latches, and handle (Figures C and D).

Step 4: I then masked off the hardware and logo badge with 
masking tape, in preparation for priming. I also gave the whole 
box another wipe down with a damp cloth to remove all dust. 
In a well-ventilated area (my driveway) I sprayed three good 
coats of primer on the box, inside and out (Figure E).

Step 5: Once the primer was fully dried, I masked the exterior 
of the box with paper and tape, and then sprayed the interior 
with the spray-on truck liner (Figure F). When dry, this becomes 
a textured rubber-like material that keeps tools comfortably 
nestled in their trays. 

Step 6: Once the interior was dry, I moved on to the exterior. 
I decided that red was too predictable for a toolbox color, why not 
go for a nice bright blue? Following the instructions on the can, 
I sprayed multiple light coats of blue paint over the course of a 
few days (Figure G), letting it dry fully between coats.

Step 7: Time for unarguably the most exciting part — removing 
the masking tape! I was careful to use a small knife to break the 
seal of the paint over the tape. If you’re not careful, peeling of the 
tape can bring up some of the paint with it. Take your time and 
you’ll get a good result (Figure H).

Step 8: With all of the masking removed, I took a moment to 
reflect on the beauty of my brand new resuscitated toolbox 
(Figure I). Not bad for a $13 flea market special. It’s got much 
higher quality, durability, and far more character than a modern 
plastic toolbox at any price — it’s even got my name already on it. 
My manhood is assured!
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