
PATTERN: PAPER NAUTILUS SHELL
An original hansigurumi design. 
© 2007 Hansi Singh.  All rights reserved.

These beautiful beach finds are egg cases of octopuses of the genus Argonauta.  This nifty knit version is a quick project, perfect 
for those knitters (myself, included) who enjoy occasional instant gratification!  For the experts out there, spice up the pattern a 
bit by experimenting with stripes, dots, and simple stranded color schemes.  Enjoy!

Materials
2 Worsted weight yarn (~25 yards) in a Main Color (MC) 

The models were worked in Lamb’s Pride Worsted.  For a larger shell, work in a bulky or super bulky yarn, and for a smaller shell, 
work in a fingering or sport weight yarn.

2 2 16” or 24” circular needles, in appropriate size to achieve gauge, and (if desired) 4 dpns in appropriate size to achieve gauge

2 Tapestry needle 

2 Fiberfill stuffing

Gauge 
While a precise gauge is not crucial for this project, it is important to achieve a gauge that is significantly tighter than that 
normally recommended for the yarn you are using.  Knitting any looser will result in unsightly protrusions of poly-fill stuff-
ing in your finished shell.  
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Technical Notes
Small Diameter Circular Knitting

Though normally performed with sets of 4 or 5 double-pointed needles, it is also possible to do this with two circular needles 
(or even one long circular needle, otherwise known as the Magic Loop method).  Use the method that is most convenient for 
you and that you are most familiar with.  

Short Rows

When knitting short rows, wrap and turn as follows.  On the knit side of the fabric, knit the required number of stitches.  
Before turning the work, bring yarn to the front, slip the next stitch to the right-hand needle, bring yarn to the back, and 
slip stitch back to the left-hand needle.  Turn and continue.  On the purl side of the fabric, purl the required number of 
stitches, bring yarn to the back, slip the next stitch to the right-hand needle, bring yarn to the front, and slip stitch back to 
the left hand needle.  Turn and continue.  

When passing these wrapped stitches in subsequent rows, you should pick up these wraps and knit (or purl) them with their 
corresponding stitches.  To pick up a wrap on a knit stitch, insert the right needle under the wrap, lifting it up and over  its 
corresponding stitch on the left needle.  Now, knit the stitch and the wrap together through their back loops.  To pick up a 
wrap on a purl stitch, turn the fabric slightly and insert your right needle through the back side of the wrap.  Place the wrap 
on the left needle and purl it together with its corresponding stitch.

Lifted Increase

To perform the right-slanting lifted increase, use your right needle and pick up the head of the stitch below the first stitch on 
the left needle.  When picking up this stitch, insert the right needle into the head of the stitch from back to front.  Place this 
stitch on the left needle and knit into the front of it.  You have just increased one stitch.

Abbreviations 
 MC  Main Color

 K   Knit

 P  Purl

 CO  Cast on (long-tail, unless otherwise noted)

 BO   Bind off

 Sl1  Slip 1 stitch knitwise

 KLR  Right lifted increase (see Technical Notes, above)

 K2tog  Right slanting decrease (knit two stitches together)

 w&t  Wrap and turn (see Technical Notes on short rows, above)
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Pattern

Shell
In MC, CO 9 stitches.  Proceed as follows.
 Row 1 (right side): Sl1, P1, w&t.
 Row 2: KLR, K1, P1. (10 stitches)
 Row �: Sl1, P�, w&t.
 Row 4: K1, KLR, K2, P1. (11 stitches)
 Row 5: Sl1, P5, w&t.
 Row 6: K1, [KLR, K2] 2 times, P1. (1� stitches)
 Row 7: Sl1, P8, w&t.
 Row 8: K1, [KLR, K2] � times, KLR, K1, P1. (17 stitches)
 Row 9: Sl1, P1�, w&t.
 Row 10:  K1, [KLR, K2] 6 times, P1. (2� stitches)
 Row 11: Sl1, P20, w&t.
 Row 12:  K1, [KLR, K2] 9 times, KLR, K1, P1. (�� stitches)
 Row 1�: Sl1, P�1, K1.
 Row 14: Sl1,  K1, [KLR, K2]  15 times, P1. (48 stitches)
 Row 15: Sl1, P46, K1.
 Row 16: Sl1, [K2tog, K1] 15 times, K1, P1. (�� stitches)
 Row 17: Sl1, P�0, w&t.
 Row 18: [K2tog, K1] 10 times, P1. (2� stitches)
 Row 19: Sl1, P19, w&t.
 Row 20: [K2tog, K1] 6 times, K1, P1. (17 stitches)
 Row 21: Sl1, P12, w&t.
 Row 22: [K2tog, K1] 4 times, P1. (1� stitches)
 Row 2�: Sl1, P7, w&t.
 Row 24: [K2tog, K1] 2 times, K1, P1. (11 stitches)
 Row 25: Sl1, P4, w&t.
 Row 26: K2tog, K2, P1. (10 stitches)
 Row 27: Sl1, P2, w&t.
 Row 28: K2tog, P1. (9 stitches)
BO all stitches.  Cut yarn, leaving a long tail.  At this point, your work should resemble Figure 1.

Closing
Using Figure 2 as a guide, pick up 22 stitches along the wrong side selvedge.  Join these into a round and proceed as follows:
 Round 1: Knit.
 Round 2: [K2tog] � times, K10, [K2tog] � times. (16 stitches)
 Round �: [K2tog] 2 times, K8, [K2tog] 2 times.  (12 stitches)
Cut yarn, leaving a long tail.  Evenly divide stitches onto 2 needles.  With tapestry needle, graft the stitches on the first 
needle to the stitches on the second needle.  See Figure � for guidance.
Using the long tail of yarn from the BO edge, whip stitch the CO edge to the BO edge.  As you are sewing, stuff the shell 
body with poly-fill.  Create a tight spiral by using your tapestry needle to thread the long tail of yarn through the whip 
stitches you just made.  Pull the yarn tight and secure it.
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Finishing
Take care of any loose yarn ends by pulling them through the body of the toy and snipping at the point they emerge.  Step 
back and admire your handiwork.  Congratulations!

Figures

© 2007 Hansi Singh.
This pattern (including text & images) is an original hansigurumi design.  It is for personal use only.  Other uses, including but not limited 
to reproduction, distribution, or sale, is strictly prohibited.  All rights reserved.  

Figure 1: After working the shell. Figure 2: After picking up stitches inside the selvedge.

Figure 3: Getting ready to graft. Figure 4: The completed shell.


