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Two Half-Gloves Make a Whole Lot o' Style 
 
Half gloves are not only stylish, but a great way to help protect your hands and wrists from repetitive 
stress injury while working on the computer. (Thanks for the tip from Ergonomics Consultant, Melissa A!) 
Here’s a quick, easy project so you can look hot while keeping warm.  
 

 
 
Cost: $0.00-$5.00   
Time to make: 30 minutes  
Level of difficulty: Seamster level 2 + (i.e., you are comfortable using a sewing machine) 
Start Item: Sweater, Long sleeved knit shirt 
Finish Item: Gloves, Arm warmers 
 
Tools You’ll Need:  

• Refashionable Sweater  
• Scissors  
• Sewing Machine  
• Thread  
• Seam ripper  
• Straight Pins  
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Step 1: Mark Your Spot  
Place your arm through one of the sleeves and 
mark the length of your glove with a straight 
pin. Make sure the end of sleeve just covers 
your knuckles. This pattern is for a long glove, 
one that ends just at the elbow. Feel free to 
make your glove longer or shorter. Heck, make 
a couple pairs while you're at it!  
 
 

 
Step 2: Chop Chop  
Cut the sweater sleeve 1/2 inch past the 
straight pin (the extra 1/2 inch is the seam 
allowance for the hem).  
 
 

 
You should now have a fabric tube and a one-
armed sweater. Take the fabric tube you just 
cut and match the hem to the hem of the other 
sleeve. Cut the other sleeve, using your fabric 
tube as a guide for length.  
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Step 3: Fit Happens!  
Most likely, your half glove will be too baggy 
around the wrist area, but you'll fix that now. 
Start by turning one tube inside out and slipping 
it over your hand (again, just covering the 
knuckles). Use some straight pins to trace a line 
next to your hand, wrist, and arm, marking the 
width of the glove. Start and end your curved 
pin line along the existing seam line.  
 

 
Slide the tube off your arm. Set up your sewing 
machine with a zigzag stitch of medium stitch 
width and stitch length. Sew a seam along the 
line that you just marked with your pins. 
Remember to start and end your stitches along 
the existing seam line. 
 
 

 
Once you’re done sewing, trim off the excess 
fabric, leaving a 3/8” seam allowance on the 
outside of the stitches.  
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Step 4: Hemming and Hawing  
You’re almost there! Finish the unhemmed end 
of the glove folding the cut end over a 1/2 inch. 
Make sure your glove is still inside out at this 
point so the folded fabric is business side to 
business side. Sew it down using a wide zigzag 
stitch with medium stitch length.  
 

 
Step 5: Thumbs Up!  
Finally, you’ll need to create a hole for your 
thumb. Starting about 1 1/2 inches below the 
top of the glove, use your seam ripper to tear 
out about 1 inch of stitches in the seam line. Be 
careful not to seam rip the thread of the 
sweater, just the seam!  If you want to keep the 
seam from opening further around your thumb 
hole, you can stitch a very small line of stitches 
perpendicular to the seam line at the top and 
bottom of your thumb hole.  
 
Additionally, you can also hem the thumb 
opening, but that is entirely optional!  
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Warm Those Arms  
Slip your new half gloves on and compute in warmth and style!  
 

 
 
NOTE: You can use the excess bodice of the sweater as a vest by cutting the sleeves completely off. OR, 
make a hat from the remaining sweater, following steps from our book, Sew Subversive. Voila! Instant 
outfit!  
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For more info about our books, visit: 
http://www.stitchlounge.com/site/?s=shop 
 
 

 

SEW SUBVERSIVE:  
Down & Dirty DIY for the Fabulous Fashionista 
 
Fashion is what you make it, not what you buy off the 
rack. Sew Subversive is about making fashion your way, 
whether it’s embellishing or customizing shirts or skirts 
you bought at the store to make them uniquely your 
own, or transforming clothes that have lost that lovin’ 
feeling into something completely different and 
absolutely you—t-shirts into skirts, sweaters into hats 
and leg warmers, pants into hip belts. For some 
projects, all you’ll need it a pair of scissors. But it won’t 
take long before you’ll be wielding a needle and thread 
like a pro and looking at sewing machines with longing 
and envy. Don’t settle for what everyone else has—
subvert fashion and sew subversively. 
 
“Once relegated to little old ladies, the frugal minded 
and neohippie handicrafters, sewing your own clothes is 
back in vogue… New books such as Sew Subversive by 
the founders of Stitch Lounge in San Francisco… gives 
step-by-step instructions for all kinds of projects.” 
—Time magazine  
 
 
 

 

SUBVERSIVE SEAMSTER:  
Transform Thrift Store Threads into Street Couture 
 
The thrift store is your playground, and your sewing 
machine is your favorite toy. You’re a seamster. And 
Subversive Seamster is your key to the thrills of 
thrifting and the ins and outs of refashioning. With this 
book, unlock the shortcuts, tips and secrets to the wide 
world of inexpensive, individualized fashion. Give 
unwanted and tired duds from second hand stores, 
relatives, or even the back of your closet a whole new 
life in the front of your closet. Tear them apart, sew 
them up, and make them new again. Stop following 
those well-worn clothing trends, and start creating some 
fresh looks of your own. 

 




